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Investigetaon cof arn accident Invelving Arrcraft
During an Icstroament inguraction Flight

Instructor Willard Alloway Strsnge, Jr., was Tatallv injured and his
ctudent, .ivron Milton Felsoa, received serious injuries 1n an sccident
which occurred in,the rountains about 20 miales ncrthwest of Yakima,
Washington, at approxuﬁatelv 11:51 p.rme on October 23, 1943, Strarge held
a commercisl pilot certifieate with single-engine land, C-180 h.p. and 1r-
strument ratings. Le had flowm L85 solo hours, sbout 50 of which vere in
the tvpe aircrs £t involved. llelson, a War Training Service Army trainee,
wes enrolled in the Lank instrument course at the Ilurtzer Flying Service.
The aircraft, a Stinson 10z, NC 26737, owned by Lona R, Lurtzer, was
demolished,

Strange and Helseon took off from the Yakime Airport about 10:48 a.m. on
en instrunent training flight under the hood. The studen®t stated that =iter
they had beea in the axr for some time, the instructor berrowed his pen and
graded him on the mrnsuvers nerformed. The ztudent's recollection of the
accident was haz'- but he remembered that the last procedure practiceu wus a
signal fade outward from the Takima Range Statiorn on a heading of 320° at an
mdicated slt.tude of BOOO feet shove sea level. Urorn completiocn of this
procedurs the inscructer told the student to remove the hood and look around.
lelson observed thut the- were flying intermittently in .nd out of cloulds
verv close to the grouna, among hizh, snow-covsred trees. He recaliced .n
atterpted pull-un to avold a tree just zhead Tat rerembered little eloe,
either prior to or following the accident. Three elx hunters in the vic.nity
heard = creshing sound thut they interpreted to bte a felling tree or a
distant gunshot +nd. therefore, madc no effort %o locate 1t. Shortly there-
after, however, one of the hunters left the party wnd scbout ten minutes
leter, heara repested calls for help. He found Nelson wandering around in a
dazed conditicn in the vieinity of the wrecked mirernft.

Investigation revezled thet the airer- ft, after clearing the crest of
the mountain by e narrow margin a2t 1ts highest point (L9l feet above sea
level), had struck o trec which extended from the fer slope cbove the top
of the ridge. Impact with thas tree gevered the left wing tip, stabalizer
end elevators, and the plane er .shed to the ground on the breken left wing.

Instructor Stringe wes farilier with the mountrinous terrain having
flowr approximately 50 hours during the tiro wecks preceding this accident
instructing studente on orientation problems vnder the hood., (n several
Previous ocraslons,os cn objeeb lesson in the hazards of insirument flying,
he had 21lowed his students to continue flight inte rouzh ind mountainous
terrain, then had them remove the hood and look sround. It apnears probable
that 1n this instonce he directed a fade prorcedure which carried the air-
eraft farther than ususl from the station and over high, mountainous terrain,
Whether this was intended as an object lesson to the student or wis merely
to practice under difiicult flying condations could not be determined.
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The probtable cause of this accident was the instructor's poor judgment

in direetimg flight into unfavorable weather over rugged mountainous terra
at a dangerously low altituds.
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